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Victor Reader Stratus What's New

Version 2.1 Release Notes
The latest free software update of the Victor Reader Stratus digital talking book player is version 2.1.   It may be downloaded from:
http://www.humanware.com/Stratus_support
Software Installation Instructions:

The update software will be downloaded in a single file ending in .UPG. Select the download file that matches your preferred language and choice of text to speech (TTS) voices. For the basic Stratus CD only model the choice of TTS does not matter because the TTS is used only on the Stratus M multi-media model. To update your Stratus:

· Download the software UPG file from HumanWare at the above link.

· Copy the .UPG file to the root of an SD card or USB flash memory stick. For the Stratus CD only model you may copy the UPG file to the root of a data CD or DVD.

· Connect the Stratus to a power outlet and power it on.

· The software update will start automatically. The installation process takes about 5 minutes during which time the Stratus will issue periodic progress messages. The Stratus will announce when the update is complete and then it will power off.

· When you power the Stratus back on you can confirm the new version number by pressing the INFO key 0.

1 New Features and Corrections.
· Time Remaining in Section: On the key 5 Where Am I for DAISY and NISO books a new message at the end announces the time remaining for the current section. When you press key 5, you will hear the % complete of the entire book followed by the page and heading number followed by the heading name and then the new message announcing the time remaining in that section. Have you ever wondered how much time remains in the current chapter? Just press the Where Am I key and Stratus will tell you.

· Go To Time Feature For DAISY Books (Stratus12 M): This new navigation will help navigate DAISY books that have little or no mark-up for chapters or sections which is the case for some books converted from cassette to DAISY.

· Time Not Available Message: The Stratus announcement of time elapsed and time remaining in a DAISY book requires that the book be marked with internal time elapsed tags. For DAISY books without these time tags the Stratus will now announce that time elapsed and time remaining are not available. Similarly, for those books the GoTo Time new feature will not be available.

· Search Music (Stratus12 M): When playing music from the music bookshelf, the GOTO key now has a Search option. When you enter the search the number pad will be in multi-tap text entry mode and you can enter a search phrase to find within any of your folder/file names in your music structure. If the search text is found within a folder name you will be positioned at the first song within that folder. Once you find the search text the search navigation level will be added to the up/down rotation so you can then use keys 4/6 to do a find previous/next on that same search phrase.

· Music Temporary Playlist: If you are playing a music temporary playlist and power off, the Stratus will return you to that same playlist when you power back on.

· Multiple Time Jumps: In the configuration Menu you can now individually enable or disable each of the 1, 5, 10, or 30 minute Time Jump intervals to make any or all of them available on the up/down rotation. If you want no Time Jump at all on the up/down navigation levels then you may set each of them to a disable setting. Note: Remember to press the pound key to individually confirm each setting you change before exiting the Stratus configuration menu.
· Copy MP3 CD (: In addition to copying a DAISY CD book, you may now copy an MP3 CD to the SD card using Stratus12 M.
· Book Copy on Stratus4 M: The ability to copy a DAISY CD book to the SD card has been added to the Stratus4 M. While browsing the bookshelf, simply press the Bookmark key when you hear the title of the book you wish to copy.

· Tone and Speed 0 for Music: The Tone and speed controls are designed for voice narration. Accordingly, the Stratus will now set the Tone and speed settings to 0 for the Music bookshelf and audioCD.

· Large DAISY Books: Stratus can now play DAISY books with up to 5000 headings

· Variable Speed on NLS Books: NLS books in the United States will now play at high speed without skipping.

· FB2 Files (Russia): Stratus will now recognize FB2 text file types used in Russia. They will be played as XML files.

· Accented Characters in Playlist: An issue in music playlists (m3u) that caused a Book Error 7 Message for filenames with accented letters has been corrected.

· Missing Words When Resuming Play: An issue has been corrected that sometimes resulted in one or two words being skipped when you pressed the Play key to resume playback.

· Rewind Key: Fixed an issue where the Rewind key would sometimes jump to the beginning of a book.

· MP3 CD Folders: The missing folder navigation level on MP3 CDs has been restored.

$VR Folders on CD: The $VR bookshelf folders are now recognized on CD.
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